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ARE YOU TIRED OF DRIVING AROUND IN A CAR
THAT'S LOST ITS SHINE?

Do you wish you could achieve that showroom-fresh
look without spending a fortune at the detailer? Look
no further! In this exclusive guide, Andrew Snow,

an industry professional, shares his top 10 tips for
achieving the perfect clean for your vehicle.

Whether you're a car enthusiast or simply want to keep your daily drive looking

its best, these expert tips will help you tackle every inch of your car, inside and
out. From the right tools and products to insider techniques, you’ll learn how to
transform your cleaning routine into a satisfying and effective experience.

READY TO TURN HEADS WITH YOUR SPOTLESS RIDE?
LET'S DIVE IN AND DISCOVER HOW TO ELEVATE YOUR
CAR-CLEANING GAME!




GET DRESSED FOR
THE OCCASION

THE RIGHT CLOTHES FOR CAR CLEANING

When you’re getting ready to clean your car, it's easy to overlook the little things—
like your outfit. But the right clothing choice can make a huge difference in
preventing damage to both your vehicle and your wardrobe. Let’s begin with a few
tips to ensure you're dressed for the job.

\"'&.
Many of us love clothes with unique touches—
like rivets, zippers, buttons, and other metal
details. However, these small accessories can
easily scratch or damage your car’s delicate
surface when you're leaning over or getting
into tight spots. Be mindful of these details,
especially on jeans, jackets, or belts. If possible,
opt for smooth, soft fabrics or clothes without
any protruding hardware when you’re cleaning
your car.

CHOOSE CLOTHES YOU DON'T MIND GETTING DIRTY

Car cleaning often involves more than just wiping down the exterior—you’ll be
working inside as well, with dust, dirt, and cleaning products. Even if you're extra
careful, there’s always a chance you could end up with splatters, stains, or grime
on your clothes. That's why it’s a good idea to wear something you don’t mind
getting a little messy. Choose old t-shirts, sweatshirts, or overalls that are both
comfortable and practical for the job.




GO FOR FLEXIBILITY AND COMFORT

Cleaning your car often means bending, twisting,
and reaching into tight spaces—so your clothing
should be as flexible as you are! Avoid anything
too tight or restrictive that could hinder your
movement. Instead, opt for clothing that gives
you plenty of stretch and comfort, so you

can clean every nook and cranny without any
discomfort.

PROTECT YOURSELF WITH LAYERS

Car cleaning can sometimes get messy, especially
when dealing with spills or tough stains. Consider
wearing layers—like an old hoodie or an apron—
over your clothes to keep them protected. This

is especially helpful if you’re using chemicals,
waxes, or other car cleaning products that could
leave marks on your clothes.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT FOOTWEAR

While you’'re thinking about your outfit, don’t
forget about your shoes! Avoid anything with
heels, sandals, or anything that can slip off
easily. Instead, choose sturdy, closed-toed
shoes with good grip. This will not only protect
your feet but will also provide you with the
stability you need while you’re moving around
the car.

By taking the time to dress appropriately, you can ensure a smoother,
more effective car cleaning session—without the worry of scratches,
stains, or uncomfortable clothing.



GET ORGANIZED

THE SECRET TO A STRESS-FREE CLEAN

Before diving into the cleaning process, one of the best ways to ensure a flawless

finish is to get organized first. When you're in the middle of cleaning, the last thing

you want is to stop and search for that one cleaning cloth you need or realize

you've forgotten to grab the right product. By getting everything ready ahead of

time, you'll flow through the process without interruptions.

DECLUTTER FIRST

Before you even touch a cleaning
product, take a moment to tidy up.
Gather any loose items and put them
where they belong. By clearing away
clutter, you’ll not only make your space
look better instantly, but you’ll also
make it much easier to clean every
surface without obstacles in the way.
The goal is to create a clean slate so
you can focus on getting every corner
spotless.

AUTOMOTIVE
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PREPARE YOUR CLEANING TOOLS

Now it’s time to gather your tools. The
goal is to get everything you need within
arm’s reach. Here’s a pro tip: microfiber
towels are your best friend. They're
versatile, durable, and perfect for a
streak-free finish. But don’t just grab
one or two—you’ll need an abundance

of clean towels, each for a specific task
(you can even color code them!)



ORGANIZE YOUR CLEANING PRODUCTS

Next, make sure you have all your cleaning products lined up and ready to go.
Keep them in a convenient spot—whether that’s a cleaning caddy or a countertop
organizer—so you're not running around looking for your glass cleaner or
dashboard spray. Having everything within easy reach makes the entire process

more efficient and much less frustrating.

By spending just a few extra minutes organizing before you start
cleaning, you'll be able to clean more efficiently, create a pristine
space, and finish the job with a sense of accomplishment.



KNOW YOUR WATER

HOW TO AVOID HARD WATER DAMAGE AND ACHIEVE
A SPOTLESS FINISH

When it comes to washing your car, the quality of the water you use can make a
huge difference in the results.

WHAT'S THE BIG DEAL WITH HARD WATER?

Hard water contains high levels of minerals like calcium and magnesium. While it’s
perfectly fine for most household uses, when it comes to washing your car, those
minerals can leave behind unsightly water spots. After you rinse off your car and it dries,
you might notice those stubborn, hazy spots that refuse to come off. Not only are they
annoying, but they can also mar the glossy finish you’re working so hard to achieve.

And if you're washing your car regularly with hard water, those spots can build up over
time, leading to dull, lackluster paint and, in some cases, permanent damage. So, what

can you do about it?

HOW TO COMBAT HARD WATER AND ACHIEVE A PERFECT FINISH

The best way to prevent water spots caused by hard water is simple: put your water
through a softener before you use it to wash your car. Here’s how:

Install a Water Softener for Your Hose Use a De-ionizing Filter

HERE'S WHY SOFT WATER MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE:

No Spots: Soft water helps prevent those annoying water spots from forming on
your car’s paint, glass, and chrome.

Smoother Rinse: Softened water helps soap rinse away more easily, leaving your
car surface cleaner, with fewer traces of soap scum.

Brighter Shine: Without the mineral buildup from hard water, your car’s paint job
can shine more vividly, giving it that fresh-from-the-showroom look every time.

*Water softeners and de-ionizing filters can be purchased online or in most hardware shops
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THE CAR WASH
DIFFERENCE

TWO-BUCKET METHOD VS. THE CANNON METHOD

When it comes to washing your car, the method you use can make all the difference
between a spotless finish and a scratched-up disaster. Two popular techniques,
the Two-Bucket Method and the Cannon Method, each have their advantages
depending on what you're cleaning and the condition of your car. But how do you
know which one is best for your car wash routine?

Let’s dive into both methods so you can choose the 5Ca
right one and achieve that showroom shine every time. ;" ﬁ,

AUTOMOTIVE

THE CANNON METHOD: PERFECT FOR LIGHT DEBRIS

If your car is covered with pollen, dust, or other light
debris that hasn’t had time to cake onto the surface,
the Cannon Method is your best bet. This technique
uses a foam cannon attached to a pressure washer to
quickly and effectively release debris from the surface
of your car. The foam cannon delivers a thick layer of
foam over the entire vehicle, which gently lifts off the
dirt and debris without needing to scrub it.

How it works: The foam produced by When to use it: |deal for lighter

the cannon adheres to the surface of contaminants like pollen, dust, or light

the car and softens dirt and pollen. This road grime that sit on the surface

makes it much easier to rinse the debris  without being stuck on. It’s also a great

off, leaving the car looking clean without option for keeping your car maintenance

much effort. routine easy and quick—perfect for
regular washes when you don’t need to
deal with stubborn stains or heavy dirt.



THE TWO-BUCKET METHOD:
A DEEPER CLEAN FOR STUBBORN DIRT

If you’ve been driving on the road for a while and your
car is covered in stubborn road grime, water stains,

or heavier dirt, the Two-Bucket Method is the way

to go. This classic technique focuses on preventing
scratches and ensuring that every inch of your car’s
surface gets the attention it deserves. It is also
perfect for the winter months, when salt and sand are
on the roads. The two-bucket method can help remove
these harsh particulates without damaging your paint.

How it works: The Two-Bucket Method involves using two separate buckets—one
filled with soapy water for washing, and the other with clean water to rinse your
sponge or wash mitt. The goal is to prevent dirt and debris from being transferred
back onto the car’s paint as you wash, which can cause micro-scratches and swirl
marks that dull the finish.

HERE'S A STEP-BY-STEP BREAKDOWN:
Fill Bucket 1 with Soapy Water: This is When to use it: The Two-Bucket Method

the bucket you’ll use to apply the soap is perfect for heavier dirt that needs a
to the car’s surface. little extra scrubbing. Whether it's mud
Fill Bucket 2 with Clean Water: After from off-roading, water stains, or caked-

applying soap to your wash mitt or on road grime, this method helps break

sponge, rinse it out in this bucket to down and release dirt while protecting

remove any grit or dirt before dipping it ~ YOUr car's paint from scratches.

pback into the soapy water. This ensures
you’re not reintroducing contaminants DON'T FORGET TO MIX YOUR CAR WASH SOAP

to the surface of your car. For the foam cannon, you can add the
soap directly into the device, but for the
two-bucket method, you will need to mix

your soap concentrate with water. Use 3-5

the top down. By the time you're finished ounces of soap per gallon of water. However,

with one section, the soap should have the ratio does not have to be perfect. Don't
be afraid to add more water if you want to

Wash in Sections: Work your way around
the car in small sections, starting from

had time to break down the dirt, making ‘ _
i i . get the suds back up 2-3 times during your
it easier to rinse off. wash. If you use enough soap concentrate, it

will foam right back up with more water.



PICK THE
RIGHT CLEANER
FOR THE JOB

THE ULTIMATE AUTO CARE GUIDE

Every part of your car, both inside and out, has its
own unique needs. From the tires that touch the
road to the leather or fabric seats, each surface
requires a specialized cleaner to keep it looking

its best. That's why choosing the right car care
products is essential. Using the wrong products can
lead to damage over time, so why take that risk?

To help you achieve that perfect, high-quality
clean and shine, we’ve put together a bundle of
our six most-loved car care products. These items
are specifically designed for different surfaces and
needs, ensuring your car stays in top condition all
year round. And they’re made in America by our
family-owned and operated business,

SOCAR Chemical!

Each of these products is designed for a
specific purpose, ensuring that every inch of
your car—both inside and out—gets the care
and attention it needs.




PINKY'S FOAMING CAR WASH:
CLEAN YOUR CAR WITH PRECISION

Pinky’s Foaming Car Wash isn’t your average soap. This rich,
foamy formula is tough on dirt but gentle on your car’s paint. It
clings to surfaces, breaking down grime and road film without
causing any scratches or swirl marks. The pH-balanced formula

is safe for all paint types, ensuring a streak-free, flawless finish
every time. Whether you’re washing by hand or using a foam
cannon, Pinky’s delivers an unmatched clean that’ll make your car
look like it just rolled off the showroom floor.

PIT CREW WHEEL CLEANER:
EFFORTLESS BRAKE DUST REMOVAL

Your wheels take a lot of abuse on the road, from brake dust to
road grime and everything in between. Pit Crew Wheel Cleaner
is designed to tackle even the toughest contaminants, breaking
down dirt and brake dust with ease. It features PrecisionClean
Technology™, a powerful yet gentle formulation designed to
break down and remove brake dust, grime, and tar without
harming your wheels. Safe for all finishes, including sensitive
aluminum, it provides a deep clean that restores the natural
shine of your wheels with minimal effort, leaving them looking
like new while ensuring long-term protection.

BEST IN SHOW SEALANT:
PROTECT AND SHINE IN ONE STEP

Achieving that glossy, showroom shine doesn’t have to be a
complicated process. Best in Show Sealant is the ultimate
solution for anyone looking to protect their paint and enhance
its depth and shine. Best in Show Sealant enhances the luster
of the paint on your SUV, car, truck, RV, motorcycle, boat, &
more. The long-lasting glossy finish protects your paint from
bugs, bird droppings, and pollen, and causes water to slide off

in sheets. While guarding against scratches and wear, Bestin
Show also polishes and protects with a crystal clear finish. While
guarding against scratches and wear, Best in Show also polishes
and protects with a crystal clear finish with long-lasting water
repellency. It’s incredibly easy to apply, and creates a mirror-like
finish, turning heads everywhere you go.
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BLUE SUEDE TIRE SHINE:
A TOUCH OF ELEGANCE FOR YOUR TIRES

Tires often get overlooked when it comes to car cleaning, but
they’re the first thing people see when they glance at your ride.
Blue Suede nourishes, protects, and revives your tires, leaving
them with a sleek, factory-new appearance. Blue suede tire shine
contains a revolutionary formula that goes on blue but dries clear,
S0 you don’t miss a spot. Your tires will shine with a rich black
look while guarding against premature aging and cracking. Our
secret formula is petroleum-free and protects against UV rays for
an anti-fade barrier that won’t sling onto your newly cleaned car.
Five minutes after application, our formula dries to the touch but
maintains that brand-new look every proud car enthusiast wants.
Simply apply Blue Suede with our easy-application, no-leak spray
bottle, and see your tires restored and looking like new.

MINT CONDITION INTERIOR CLEANER:
BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO YOUR INTERIOR

Your car’s interior is where you spend most of your time, so
keeping it fresh and clean is essential. When life’'s messes show
up...Mint Condition with BioSafe Formula™ is perfect for erasing
fingerprints, dirt, dust, and grime from all hard surfaces inside
your car, home, or office. It leaves a clean, fresh scent with no
sticky residue or streaks. You’ll feel confident using it on any
interior surface. With just a basic microfiber cloth, you can easily
clean everything from grease and smudges to your kid’s bigger
messes. It leaves dashboards, center consoles, bezels, desks,
and countertops looking fresh without any greasy residue, so you
caninvite people into your spaces, knowing they’ll enjoy them as
much as you do.

FINISHING TOUCH INTERIOR PROTECTANT:
KEEP YOUR INTERIOR LOOKING LIKE NEW

After you’ve cleaned your car’s interior, give it the protection it
deserves with Finishing Touch Interior Protectant. This product
not only enhances the appearance of your dashboard, trim,

and upholstery but also provides a protective layer that guards
against dust, UV rays, and spills. Whether you’re dealing with
leather seats, vinyl, or plastic, this versatile protectant helps
maintain the longevity and beauty of your car’s interior, all while
leaving behind a pleasant, non-greasy satin finish.

1



Whether you're a car enthusiast or simply want to keep your vehicle
looking its best, choosing the right cleaners for the job is the first step
in maintaining that perfect shine. Give your car the care it deserves,
and it’'ll reward you with a long-lasting, beautiful finish that’s sure to

turn heads wherever you go.
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GET THE PERFECT
CLEAN EVERY TIME

THE SECRET TO A SMUDGE-FREE, STREAK-FREE CAR WASH

If you want a truly perfect clean that lasts,

following a few simple guidelines

can make all the difference. The key is to work in an organized, methodical way,

ensuring every inch of your car gets the attention it deserves without leaving

behind streaks, soap residue, or water spots.
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KEEP YOUR CAR WET THROUGHOUT
THE CLEANING PROCESS

This might sound like a no-brainer, but
it’s one of the most important aspects
of a perfect car wash: keep your car
wet for the entire process. When the
car’s surface is wet, the soap can glide
over it more easily, helping to loosen
dirt, grime, and debris without leaving
streaks or smudges behind. Plus, a wet
surface helps prevent water spots from

forming as you rinse.

So, don’t rush the rinsing process. Make
sure your car stays moist and soapy as
you work, keeping everything lubricated
and ready for a gentle clean.



WORK IN SMALL, MANAGEABLE SECTIONS

Washing your car in small sections is one of the best ways to ensure you don’t

miss any spots and that each area gets thorough attention. Trying to wash your

car all at once can be overwhelming and can cause soap to dry before you've had

a chance to rinse, which may lead to streaks and unwanted residue. Here’s how to

break it down for maximum efficiency:

)

Q—o

J C
SECTION : SECTION 2:
Start at the top of your car After you've washed the
and work your way down. top half of the car, work
Focus on the roof, then the your way around the sides,
windows, and gradually starting with one section at
move down to the hood, atime.

trunk, and doors.

By working in manageable sections, you
prevent soap from drying too quickly,
which is a common culprit behind water
spots and streaks. Plus, it ensures that
each part of your car is getting the
thorough cleaning it deserves!
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SECTION 3:

Finally, finish up with the

tires and lower areas, which

often collect the most dirt

and grime. These are best

saved for last, as they tend
to be the dirtiest and require

a bit more scrubbing.




RINSE FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

When it comes to rinsing, always start
from the top of your car and work your
way down. Gravity works in your favor
here—any soap or dirt that comes off
the roof will naturally flow down to the
lower sections of the car, so starting at
the top ensures you don’t have to rinse

the same areas multiple times.

) PLAN YOUR WASH—TOP DOWN,
MIDDLE OUT

To avoid missing any spots and to

achieve an even, streak-free clean, it’s

important to have a method to your

madness. Plan to wash your carin a
top-down and middle-out pattern. This
technique ensures that gravity works for
you and helps you avoid having to rinse
the same area multiple times.

DON'T FORGET THE TIRES!

When you’re almost done with your
wash, don’t skip the tires and wheels!
These areas often collect the most dirt,
brake dust, and grime, so they deserve
Special attention.

Use a separate mitt or sponge for the
wheels to avoid transferring dirt back
onto the car’s paint. Apply a dedicated
wheel cleaner to break down tough
grime and ensure your wheels look just

as clean and shiny as the rest of the car.
15



DRY YOUR CAR
COMPLETELY

THE FINAL STEP TO A FLAWLESS, SPOTLESS FINISH

When it comes to washing your car, drying might seem like an unnecessary step,
but it’'s one of the most important parts of the entire process. Drying your car
properly ensures that all your hard work cleaning it doesn’t go to waste—and that
gorgeous shine you've been working toward is preserved. If you skip or rush this
crucial step, you might end up with frustrating water spots and unsightly streaks
that ruin the clean look you just achieved.

Proper drying isn’t just about looks—it’'s about protecting your paint and extending
the life of your car. Here’s everything you need to know about drying your car the
right way!

WHY DRYING YOUR CAR IS SO IMPORTANT

After rinsing, the surface of your car is covered in
water droplets. As those droplets dry, water spots and
streaks can form, especially if you're in a sunny or dry
climate. Even worse, water droplets contain minerals
that can bond to the surface of your car, leaving marks
or, over time, causing paint deterioration.

Moisture left on the surface of your car can lead

to corrosion—particularly on the undercarriage,
wheels, and other metal parts that are exposed to
the elements. Over time, this moisture can eat away
at your paint and cause rust to form. So, the goal of

drying your car is not only to make it look great but
also to protect its value and longevity.

16



USE THE RIGHT DRYING CLOTH

The type of cloth you use to dry your car matters just
as much as the technique. The right drying towel or
cloth will prevent streaks, eliminate water spots, and
ensure that your car’s surface is left clean, smooth,
and shiny. Here’s what to look for when choosing your
drying cloth:

Soft, Clean Cloths: Always use

soft microfiber towels or chamois
(shammies) designed specifically for
drying cars. These materials are highly
absorbent and gentle on your car’s

surface, ensuring that no dirt, lint, or
abrasive fibers are left behind.

Low-Pile Towels: The best towels for drying have a low pile—that’s
the soft, fluffy part of the towel. A low pile reduces the risk of
scratching your car’s paint and prevents the towel from trapping dirt.
High-pile towels might seem more absorbent, but they can leave lint
or pick up dirt from your car’s surface, leading to potential scratches.

Shammies for Extra Absorbency: If you prefer a more traditional
drying method, shammies are a great option. They are extremely

absorbent and can soak up large amounts of water without soaking
through. Plus, they’re gentle enough to avoid any abrasions. Just
make sure your chamois is clean before you use it!

Squeegies and Water Blades can be
a great tool for getting the majority
of water off the surface of your car
and windows before drying using a b4
cloth. Another time-saving hackis 4
to use an electric leaf blower to get R ‘
most of the drying done.



DRYING IN THE RIGHT ORDER

When it comes to drying, order matters. Start at the top of your

car and work your way down. This will help prevent water spots by
ensuring that gravity does the work for you. Here’s a simple strategy
to keep things organized:

Start with the Roof: Since water naturally flows

D/,

downward, begin drying the top of your car first. This
ensures you're not dragging water from the roof to
areas you've already dried.

‘ Move to the Windows and Mirrors: After the roof,
move on to the glass surfaces. This will also prevent
streaks from forming, especially on windows.

yal Dry the Doors and Sides: Gently work your way down
> the car’s sides, wiping away any remaining water.

Finish with the Tires: Tires and lower areas tend to

D trap more water, so finish with these parts last. Using a
microfiber cloth specifically for tires can prevent dirty
towels from reintroducing grime to the clean areas.

USE A BLOTTING TECHNIQUE

When drying your car, it’'s tempting to drag or rub your drying cloth
over the surface to speed up the process. However, this can create
micro-scratches or even swirl marks on your car’s paint. Instead, use

a blotting technique to gently pat the water off the surface.

lAl Pat and Lift: Use the towel to gently blot water from
the car’s surface. Apply light pressure, but let the
towel absorb the moisture without rubbing.

Don’t Overwork the Towel: Once a section of the
towel is damp, flip it over or grab a fresh towel

ORI

to continue the drying process. This prevents
transferring moisture back onto the surface.

18




PAY ATTENTION TO HARD-TO-REACH AREAS

Some areas of your car can trap water, making them harder to dry.
These spots are prime candidates for water spots and corrosion if
left unchecked.

Door Jambs and Crevices: Be sure to
[ Jd7 \ check the edges of the doors, trunk,
<> and hood. Water can collect in these
crevices, and if left, it can dry and leave
behind spots. Use a smaller microfiber
towel or chamois to gently dry these
hidden spots.

TS Wheel Wells and Underneath: Don’t
a0 forget to dry your tires and the inner

J D
4

wheel wells. Water trapped in these
areas can cause rust and dirt buildup

over time.




THE ULTIMATE GUIDE
TO CLEANING THE

INTERIOR OF YOUR CAR
TACKLE STAINS, GRIME, AND ODORS LIKE A PRO

Your car’s interior is more than just a place to sit—it's where you spend a significant
amount of time, and for many of us, it becomes a second home. But just like any
home, your car’s interior needs regular care and maintenance to stay fresh, clean,
and comfortable. From food crumbs hiding under the seats to sticky cup holders
and stubborn stains, there’s no shortage of areas that need attention.

AUTOMOTIVE
. \4
spots from spilled coffee, soda, or fast food, IS

Use a Degreaser: If you've got stubborn sticky

a degreaser is your best friend. Just like the
cleaner you use for your kitchen counters, a
degreaser is formulated to break down oils and

residue that build up over time. Simply spray it
onto a microfiber cloth or directly into the cup
holder and wipe it clean. The degreaser will Use SOCAR’s Burst! Degreaser
break down grease and sticky messes, leaving for optimal results.

your cup holders looking fresh and new.

Use a Soft Cloth and Cleaner: For most
surfaces on the dashboard, a gentle all-purpose
cleaner or interior-specific cleaner is ideal.
Apply the cleaner to a microfiber cloth (never

70 DRY, WASH OR CLEAN, IT’S DRAGON GLIDE®

spray directly on the surface to avoid overspray)
and gently wipe down the dashboard, steering
wheel, and console. Use a soft cloth to ensure

Nno scratches or marks are left behind.

20



Target Tougher Stains: For any spots that are
particularly sticky or greasy—think leftover food or
makeup smudges—use a degreaser. Just like for your
cup holders, a degreaser works wonders on tougher
stains, breaking down oils and residues without
damaging your car’s surfaces.

Cleaning Mirrors: Clean your mirrors using a glass
cleaner that'’s safe for automotive use. Always use a
microfiber towel for a streak-free finish. Clean in small
circular motions, and once done, buff with a dry part of

the towel to ensure a crystal-clear reflection.

CLEANING FABRIC SEATS: CLEANING LEATHER OR VINYL SEATS:

Vacuum First: Begin by vacuuming
your seats thoroughly. This removes
crumbs, dirt, and debris that can
make cleaning more difficult.

Stain Removal: For stubborn stains
like coffee or food spills, use a fabric
cleaner or upholstery spray like
SOCAR’s Mint Condition. Apply the
cleaner and let it sit for a few minutes
to break down the stain. Then, use a
soft-bristled brush to scrub the area
and lift the stain out of the fabric.

Rinse and Dry: Once the stain is
gone, take a damp cloth to remove
any remaining cleaner, and blot with a
dry towel to prevent watermarks.

Use a Leather Cleaner or
Conditioner: For leather seats,
choose a dedicated leather cleaner
like Finishing Touch. It's gentle yet
effective at removing grime without
drying out the leather. If you have
vinyl seats, Finishing Touch is also an
excellent choice.

Wipe Down with a Soft Cloth:
After applying the cleaner, wipe

the seats with a microfiber cloth to
remove dirt and excess product. For
leather, follow up with a conditioner
to restore moisture and keep the
material soft and supple.




TACKLE THE FLOOR MATS AND CARPETS

Remove the Mats: Begin by taking the floor mats AUTOMOTIVE
out of your car and shaking them to remove loose
dirt and debris. If they're particularly dirty, give
them a good vacuum.

Deep Clean Carpets: For any stains or spills on
your carpet, use a carpet cleaner or mild detergent
solution. SOCAR’s 402 Interior & Exterior Detergent
is perfect for this job. Simply dilute with water,
apply to the carpet, agitate with a soft-bristled
brush or our drill brush attachment, then blot with
a damp towel or use a steam vac to remove stains
and residue.

FRESHEN THE AIR WITH ODOR NEUTRALIZER

Even after all your hard work, sometimes your car’s
interior could still use a little extra help when it comes
to odors. Whether it’s lingering food smells, pet odors,
or that “old car” smell, use Odor Neutralizer and smell
the difference.

Spray and Let it Work: Simply spray the odor
neutralizer into the air of your car, targeting areas
like the seats, floor mats, and upholstery. Unlike
B ey traditional air fresheners that just mask odors,
= an odor neutralizer breaks down the molecules
causing the bad smells, leaving behind a fresh and
clean scent.

Treat Problem Areas: If you have particularly
stubborn odors, such as from spilled milk or fast

food, spray the neutralizer directly on the affected
areas (e.g., the seats or carpets) and let it sit for a
few minutes. This gives the product time to work its
magic and neutralize odors at the source.

22



DON'T FORGET THOSE SNEAKY SPOTS

Finally, don’t overlook those “sneaky
spots” where dirt and grime tend to
hide. The areas between the seats, the
seat tracks, the cup holder inserts—
these places are often overlooked but
can accumulate a lot of dust and debris.
A small brush or vacuum nozzle can help
you reach those hard-to-reach spots
and give your car a deep clean.
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THE KEY TO
SPOTLESS
WINDOWS

THE RIGHT TOOLS AND PRODUCTS

There’s nothing quite like the feeling of driving with

perfectly clean windows—whether you're cruising
down a sunny highway or simply taking in the view on
arainy day. But let’s face it: keeping your car windows
spotless can feel like a never-ending battle against
fingerprints, smudges, dirt, and even road grime.

The good news? Achieving crystal-clear, streak-free
windows doesn’t have to be a hassle. With the right
techniques and products, you can keep your car'’s
windows looking pristine, both inside and out.

WHY CLEAN WINDOWS MATTER

Having perfectly clean windows isn’t just about
aesthetics—it's about safety. Clean windows improve
your visibility on the road, whether you're driving
during the day or at night. Smudges or streaks on
your windshield can obscure your view, especially
when the sun is shining directly through them,
increasing the risk of accidents. Regular cleaning
not only keeps your car looking its best, but it also
ensures you're driving safely.
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A HIGH-QUALITY GLASS CLEANER

A dedicated car window cleaner should
clean off any film, smudges and streaks
without leaving behind any residue.
Avoid using household cleaners that
contain ammonia, oils, or solvents—
which can damage your car’s tint.
Instead, opt for a gentle, ammonia-free
formula like SOCAR’s Glass and Surface
Cleaner.

MICROFIBER TOWELS

Microfiber towels are a must-have when
it comes to washing windows. Unlike
cotton or paper towels, microfiber
cloths don’t leave lint behind, and they
won’'t scratch your glass. The tiny fibers
are incredibly absorbent and grab onto
dirt, making it easier to get a streak-free
shine with minimal effort.

Before you start scrubbing away, it's important
to have the right tools on hand. Using subpar
cleaners or cheap rags can leave behind
streaks, residue, or even scratches. Here’s
what you need for a flawless finish:

A SOFT SPONGE OR SQUEEGEE

For the outside of your windows, a soft
sponge or a high-quality squeegee can
help you avoid any scratching or damage
to the glass. The squeegee, in particular,
is perfect for achieving that smooth,
streak-free finish with minimal effort.

WATER AND SOAP SOLUTION
FOR PRE-WASH

For extra-dirty windows, it can help to
mix up a mild soapy solution to rinse off
road grime and heavy dirt before you
apply your glass cleaner. This pre-wash
will make the cleaning process much
easier, ensuring that your cleaner isn’t
just pushing dirt around.

25



Now that you have the right products and
tools, let’s dive into the steps for perfect
window cleaning. It’s all about technique!

START WITH THE OUTSIDE

Begin by washing the exterior of

your windows before moving to the
interior. This helps to prevent dirt from
transferring onto your freshly cleaned
interior surfaces. Use a mild soap-
and-water solution to scrub away any
dirt, road salt, or grime that may have
accumulated.

CLEAN IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

When applying your glass cleaner, work
from top to bottom, one section at a
time. For the exterior, clean in a circular
motion to break down any debris. When
you move to the inside of the window,
wipe in a horizontal or vertical motion.
This ensures that you won’t leave
streaks behind, as you'll be able to see
and eliminate any missed spots.

USE THE TWO-TOWEL METHOD

To really get a flawless, streak-free
finish, always use two microfiber towels.
One cloth should be used to apply the
cleaner and wipe down the glass, while
the second towel is used to buff and
polish, ensuring no streaks are left
behind. This method gives you maximum
control and a perfect shine.

DON'T FORGET THE EDGES

Often, the edges of your windows can
collect dust and dirt that is easy to
overlook. Be sure to wipe down the
corners and edges of each window with
your microfiber towel to ensure that you
don’t miss any spots.

TAKE YOUR TIME

It's tempting to rush through window
cleaning, especially if you're eager

to finish the whole car wash. But to
get that crystal-clear look, take your
time. Thoroughly clean each window in
sections and double-check for streaks
or smudges. A little extra time spent
on your windows can make a huge
difference in the overall appearance of
your vehicle.

THE FINAL TOUCH:
INTERIOR WINDOW CARE

For the interior windows, use a glass
cleaner that's safe for all surfaces. Apply
the cleaner directly to your microfiber
towel (not the glass itself) to avoid any
product overspray onto your dashboard
or upholstery. Carefully wipe down the
inside of the windows, paying special
attention to the areas around the edges
where dust tends to accumulate.
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TIRE SHINE

THE SECRET TO LONG-LASTING GLOSS AND PROTECTION

When it comes to completing your car wash routine, the tires and wheels are often
an afterthought—but they’re just as important as the paintwork and body. After all,
your wheels are one of the first things people notice when they see your car. That’s
why getting your tires and wheels to shine and look their best is key to the overall
aesthetic of your vehicle.

Properly applied tire shine not only give your tires

a sleek, polished look, but they also protect them
from the elements. So, let’s talk about how to make
sure your tire shine lasts longer, and why using the
right tools and techniques can elevate your car care
routine.

CLEAN THE WHEELS & TIRES BEFORE APPLYING
TIRE SHINE

Before you add any shine to your tires, it's crucial to
clean them thoroughly. This will ensure that your tire
shine bonds properly to the rubber and doesn’t just sit
on top of dirt and grime.

Use a wheel and tire cleaner like SOCAR'’s Pit Crew
Wheel Cleaner to thoroughly clean the wheels and
tires. Spray the cleaning solution, ensuring full
coverage of the surfaces, then scrub the flat surfaces
with a stiff brush. A spoke brush is perfect for cleaning
around the hard-to-reach areas of multi-spoked
wheels. Scrubbing helps release brake dust and
caked-on grime from the wheel. After scrubbing, make
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sure to rinse the wheel and tire thoroughly to ensure
you have a fully clean surface for your tire shine. A
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clean tire surface is essential to keep your tire shine
adhered to the surface in a smooth, even coat.

Wash the Tires.

APPLY TIRE SHINE FOR A LONG-LASTING GLOSS

Once your tires are thoroughly cleaned, it's time to

apply tire shine. But not all tire shine methods are
created equal. To get that deep, glossy finish that
lasts, there are a few things you'll want to consider.

SPRAY VS. WIPE-ON TIRE SHINE

There are two common ways to apply tire shine—spray-on and wipe-on. While both
methods have their benefits, wipe-on tire shine tends to be more efficient and

cost-effective:

Spray-On: Spray-on tire shine is
convenient and covers a large area

quickly, but it can be messy and often
uses more product than you need.
Spraying directly onto the tire might cause
overspray, getting tire shine on your rims
or surrounding surfaces, which can leave
stains or streaks.

Wipe-On: The wipe-on method, where you apply tire
shine using a sponge or applicator pad, is more controlled
and results in less waste. It dries faster than spray-on
products and allows you to apply a thin, even layer. The
wipe-on method also gives you more control over the final
finish, helping to prevent excess buildup or overspray
onto nearby areas. If you're aiming for that perfect tire
shine that’s not too glossy, wipe-on tire shine is your best
friend. It allows you to apply a controlled, smooth coat
that gives your tires a rich, black finish without looking
overly greasy.
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Let It Dry: After you've applied your tire
shine, let it dry to the touch before driving.
This will prevent the shine from getting
wiped off as soon as you hit the road. The
drying process also allows the tire shine
to bond with the rubber, giving it that
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WATER-BASED TIRE SHINE VS. SOLVENT-BASED TIRE SHINE

Water-based tire shine like Blue Suede is the perfect choice for easy application and
easy removal. It adds the perfect level of shine and is less sticky and won’t attract
dust. Solvent-based tire shine like Glo Pro provides a more durable, high-gloss shine. It
provides the sought-after “wet look” that many car enthusiasts want.
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ABOUT
SOCAR

CHEMICAL

All our cleaning solutions are blended from
raw American supplies by our family right
here in Greenville, South Carolina.

Our family hand bottles and packages
every cleaning solution, ensuring that you
have the highest quality product for your

cleaning needs.

Born in the upstate of South Carolina in 1967, SOCAR
(short for South Carolina) is a family-owned business
that has developed a product line that captures the
essence of our land’s lush greenery and unrivaled
tenacity. Like the iconic palmetto trees which once
shielded our state from British cannonballs, our name
stands tall, and we stand true to our commitment

to quality by crafting and bottling every cleaning
product righ there in America. We pride ourselves

on world-class customer support, which is why our
customers often call us “the best kept secret in
cleaning products.”
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